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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Federal  Grain  Inspection  Service 
7  CFR  Part  68 

U.S.  Standards  for  Rough  Rice,  Brown 
Rice  for  Processing,  and  Milled  Rice; 
Request  for  Public  Comment 

agency:  Federal  Grain  Inspection 
Service.* 

action:  Prenotice:  Review  of  existing 
regulations. 

summary:  In  compliance  with  the 
requirements  for  the  periodic  review  of 
existing  regulations,  the  Federal  Grain 
Inspection  Service  (FGIS)  proposes 
studying  and  evaluating  the  U.S. 
Standards  for  Rough  Rice,  Brown  Rice 
for  Processing,  and  Milled  Rice  to 
determine  their  e^ectiveness  and 
responsiveness  to  the  needs  of  the  rice 
industry.  Views  and  comments  are 
solicited  from  interested  parties  to  help 
in  the  study  and  evaluation  of  present 
grading  practices  relating  to  the 
standards  for  rice  and  in  the 
development  of  any  recommendations 
for  change. 

date:  Written  comments  must  be 
submitted  on  or  before  June  1, 1981. 
ADDRESS:  Comments  should  be 
submitted  in  writing,  in  duplicate,  to  the 
Director,  Issuance  and  Coordination 
Staff,  Federal  Grain  Inspection  Service, 
USDA,  Room  1127,  Auditor's  Building, 
1400  Independence  Avenue  SW., 
Washington,  D.C.  20250.  All  comments 
received  will  be  made  available  for 
public  inspection  at  the  above  address 
during  regular  business  hours  (7  CFR 
1.27(b)). 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

James  L.  Driscoll,  Director, 

'  Authority  to  exercise  the  functions  of  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  contained  in  the 
Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of  1946  as  amended  (7 
U.S.C.  1621-1627)  concerning  inspection  and 
standardization  activities  related  to  grain  and 
similar  commodities  and  products  thereof,  has  been 
delegated  to  the  Administrator,  Federal  Grain 
Inspection  Service  (7  U.S.C.  75a;  7  CFR  68.2(e)). 


Standardization  Division,  FGIS,  USDA, 
Richards-Gebaur  Air  Force  Base, 

Building  221,  Grandview,  Missouri 
64030.  Telephone  (816)  348-2861. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  The  U.S. 
Standards  for  Rough  Rice,  Brown  Rice 
for  Processing,  and  Milled  Rice  have 
been  established  under  the  authority  of 
the  Agricultural  Marketing  Act  of  1946, 
as  amended,  (7  U.S.C.  1621  et  se^.).  To 
comply  with  Departmental  policy  that 
no  regulation  exists  for  more  than  5 
years  without  review  or  repromulgation, 
the  Federal  Grain  Inspection  Service 
proposes  to  review  the  U.S.  Standards 
for  Rough  Rice  (7  CFR  68.201-68.213), 
Brown  Rice  for  Processing  (7  CFR 
68.251-68.264),  and  Milled  Rice  (7  CFR 
68.301-68.316)  during  1981. 

This  review  will  include  a 
determination  of  the  continued  need  for 
the  standards;  the  potential  for 
clarifying  or  simplifying  the  language  of 
the  standards;  a  review  of  changes  in 
marketing  practices  and  functions 
affecting  the  standards;  a  review  of 
changes  in  technology  and  economic 
conditions  in  the  area  affected  by  the 
standards;  and  a  determination  of  the 
potential  for  improving  the  standards 
and  their  application  through  the 
incorporation  of  grading  factors  or  tests 
which  better  indicate  end-uqe 
properties.  The  objective  is  to  assure 
that  the  standards  continue  to  serve  the 
needs  of  the  market  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent. 

The  public  is  further  advised  that 
several  specific  issues  with  respect  to 
the  standards  for  rice  have  been 
identifred  by  interested  parties,  as 
stated  below.  Information  and  data  are 
specifically  requested  on  these  issues,  in 
addition  to  other  recommendations 
which  should  be  considered  by  FGIS  in 
this  review. 

U.S.  Standards  for  Rough  Rice 

Develop  and  incorporate  into  the 
standards  a  revised  milling  yield 
appraisal  to  reflect  improvements  in 
commercial  milling  equipment. 


U.S.  Standards  for  Brown  Rice  for 
Processing 

1.  Revise  the  standards  so  that 
grading  factors  are  determined  on  a 
milled  portion  of  the  sample. 

2.  Establish  standards  for  brown  rice 
for  direct  human  consumption  in 
addition  to  the  standards  for  brown  rice 
for  processing. 

U.S.  Standards  for  Milled  Rice 

1.  Provide  separate  grade  limits  and 
factors  for  parboiled  milled  rice. 

2.  Revise  foreign  material  grade  limits 
to  provide  for  identification  of  related 
and  unrelated  foreign  material. 

3.  Remove  the  standard  for  the  Class 
Second-Head  Milled  Rice. 

It  should  be  noted  that  FGIS  is 
presently  studying  the  effects  of  a 
temporary  suspension  of  that  portion  of 
the  definition  of  milled  rice  (7  CFR 
68.301)  which  requires  that  a  part  of  the 
germ  be  removed  from  the  kernels. 
Notice  of  this  action  was  published  in 
the  July  9, 1980,  issue  of  the  Federal 
Register  (45  FR  46332)  and  the  comment 
period  closed  November  30, 1980. 

This  prenotice  does  not  constitute 
notification  that  changes  to  the 
standards  are  or  will  be  proposed.  Any 
action  proposed  with  respect  to  the 
existing  standards  will  be  published  in 
the  Federal  Register  at  a  later  date.  The 
actions  which  may  be  proposed  at  that 
time  can  include  continuation  of  the 
standards  without  change;  revision  in 
whole  or  in  part;  or  elimination. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
encourages  citizen  participation  and 
solicits  ^e  public’s  views  on  any 
changes  which  may  improve  the  ofricial 
grading  standards  for  rice. 

(Secs.  203  and  205.  Pub.  L  79-733  (1946),  60 
Stat.  1087, 1090) 

Done  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on:  March  25, 
1981. 

D.  R.  GailiarL 

Acting  Administrator. 
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